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Seely et al.: Brief Notices

brief notices
Zarah emla literary
from jerusalem to zarahemla
and historical studies of the book of
mormon by S kent brown provo
utah religious studies center
brigham young university 1999
999

the ten

scholarly studies collected in
this volume represent a harvest of almost
two decades of close and careful reading
of the book of mormon in these studies
kent brown draws on his training and
experience in biblical studies applying
methodologies long used in the reading
the book of
biblical texts to the texts ofthe
odthe
of ofbiblical
of
mormon with surprising and satisfying
results he asks questions of the book of
mormon and finds that the text often
contains much evidence that has previously been overlooked the answers
brown finds are always insightful
odthe
the studies were previously pubof
six ofthe
lished in various places and appear here
significantly revised with updated bibliographies these include a discussion of
gehis
lehis record the now classic study of the
exodus pattern in the book of mormon
a study of six elements of almas conversion story traceable throughout his
sermons the identification and analysis
of ofprophetic
prophetic lament forms in the words of
samuel the lamanite an article on jesus
visit to the americas and a comparison of moses and jesus readers will
appreciate having these articles together
in one volume
the four new studies will undoubtedly
lead to further discussion readers of the
book of mormon will find here new and
sometimes unexpected insights about
important issues the nature of the sacrifices offered by lehi in the wilderness
why nephi chose to include isaiah in his
writings the possible legal aspects of the
abducted lamanite daughters in mosiah 20 and the meaning of the terms
sojourn dwell and stay in relation

to gehis
lehis journey in the wilderness for
example through a detailed word study
of the pertinent terms used in 1i nephi
brown comes to the surprising conclusion that lehi and his family experienced
a period of servility 59 in their experience in the wilderness such studies raise
a very important issue regarding the
proper usage of hebrew word studies
in book of mormon scholarship some
readers may disagree with browns conclu
clusions
sions in this study but then again they
might not ever read this section in the
same way again
this collection deserves careful attention As described by the author these
studies set out the dimensions and complexities of the book of mormon record
without being attempts to finalize what
can or cannot be known about a subject
x they invite us to read the book of
mormon more closely and they provide
useful models for future scholarly work in
book of mormon studies
david R seely

hope the suffering death
resurrection and exaltation oflesus
of jesus
christ by richard neitzel holzapfel

A lively

bookcraft 1999

hope might be called a meditation on the death and resurrection of
christ based on the text of the four
gospels though not exactly a commenA lively

tary the volume nevertheless follows the
commentary format the work is divided
neatly in two the first half considers the
passion narratives the second the resurrection narratives holzapfel discusses
each gospel separately but avoids repetition by treating major subjects only once
referring from the other narratives to the
main discussion in addition after an
219
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introductory summary of the develop
ment of gospel harmonization and can
omzation holzapfel a member of the
ionization
onization
brigham young university religion fac
ulty
alty makes an eloquent argument for
studying and evaluating each gospel on
its own merit rather than attempting to
harmonize or build a parallel structure
therefore the structure of his book is nei
nel
ther a harmony nor a parallel 4 6
A notable strength of this book is its
treatment of the original greek of the
gospels the original language of the text
often has bearing on Holzap
fels under
feis
holzapfels
holzapfefs
standing of the scripture he is also often
sympathetic with modern biblical textual
criticism rather than suspicious of it as is
sometimes the case with LDS biblical
scholarship and he frequently shows
how LDS belief and non LDS biblical
criticism may be compatible or at least
not mutually exclusive for example he
notes that the most reliable early manu
16 9 220
scripts of mark do not include 169
and therefore current scholarship gener
ally does not accept these verses as part of
the text however he points out that such
a conclusion should not per se cause difficulties with latter day saints who believe
the bible to be the word ofgod
of god only as far
as it is translated correctly leaving open

the possibility of incorrect transmission
of the text 170 he is also not afraid to
challenge accepted beliefs as when he
debates the claim that the trial of jesus
was illegal 44 45

holzapfel is known for his books of
photographs of church history sites
while A lively hope has only one illustra
tion the text itself contains wonderfully
visual descriptions of the geography of
the holy land particularly noteworthy
is the description of christ s route to
gethsemane 133 34
the discussion of the resurrection
narratives is the weakest section with
only a few pages devoted to each gospel
the work is also somewhat marred by
typographical errors and the repetition
of phrases which may be attributed to
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byustudies
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an apparent lack of copyediting never
theleus
theless
theless holzapfel has written an enjoy
able and thought provoking book one
that is to be recommended
robert L maxwell

new genesis a mormon reader on land
term
tern
tem
and community edited by terry temm
pest williams william B smart and
gibbs smith gibbs smith 1998

perhaps no political issue is more
divisive in the mountain west mormon
community than environmental conser
vation new genesis a mormon reader on
land and community is a collection of
essays that represent a wide spectrum
of mormon views on conservation ex
eluding only the advocates of unrestrained development this collection
may help to ease tensions among dis
stakeholders
holders in utah s open spaces
parate stake
the essays
of
ofthe
the predominant nature odthe
is autobiographical in most the author
sets out to tell or illustrate the roots and
meaning of his or her conservation ethic
many of the stories are grounded in
family history and experience making
the collection a valuable contribution to
utah history as well some of the essay
ests
ists address certain aspects of the utah
mormon paranoia about federal inter
vention
bention and control that manifests itself
in an unwillingness to control growth
even when its destructiveness is appar
alpar
ent other authors recount the gradual
loss of the farms streams or wild spots
of their youth
the mormon tent shelters both those
who love the land for itself and those who
view development as the prime good
however advocates of conservation have
often felt excluded from the dialogue on
resource use many of the essays probe
the pain of authors who unravel the
tightly woven fabric of mormon history
and culture separating the threads of
stewardship and conservation from those
of economic growth and development
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no coherent vision of
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a

mormon

environmental ethic emerges from this
collection of essays the issue is too complex for that the essays are a group of
early attempts at defining an LDS en
vironmental
viron mental ethic not as a doctrinal
matter but as part of our cultural heritage the collection is enlightening
thought provoking and immensely in
te resting a valuable contribution to
the budding dialogue on conservation
in the LDS community
constance K lundberg
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